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EDITOR: John Treble, 16 Meehan Court, Keilor, Victoria, 3036

Articles for inclusion in the Newsletter should be submitted direct to the Editor

AIRTOURER ASSOCIATION CALENDAR OF EVENTS

21/9/85 Yarrandale Fly-In
- 22/9/85

EAST TO VISIT WEST

I thought it was about time we visited our Members in Western Australia

s0 we have decided to do just that. Greg Rutherford and I have corresponded
and Greg will arrange his end for a combined get together fly-in to suit
everybody in Western Australia.

We are departing Melbourne on Boxing Day 26-12-1985 for two and a half to
three weeks.

If you are interested in coming along for all or part of the time, drop me
a line or give me a call,

John Treble.

2.5 Don’t woarny alout the heat, who would want to go if it was freezing !

President Sonny Rankin advises a change of Phone No. (069) 757322. He
is now eon STD at all hours,

Guy Main has had his operation (as reported further on in this Newsletter)
and is well on the way to recovery.

Allan Jessop who lives in Suva Fiji has recently joined our Association
and wishes to advise Members wﬁo Journey to Fiji to contact him on
383-110 for a chat and you are welcome to use his Airtourer to view the
"superb scenery. (Don’t all go at the same Zime ! I !)

WANGARATTA CONVENTION ATTERDANCE

Bernie Kitchell & David Wearne VH-WAU Stan Tilley VH--BOK
Lindsay & Beryl Marshall VH-MRF George Penfound . VH-MOJ
Tony & Liz Matthews VH-MTH Stuart & Kerry Hilsberg VH--RQL
Bob Gilmore VH-MOG Peter & Jane Coy VH-COT
Tan Donovan VH-MKI, Stephen Fankhauser VH-UQX
Jim & Judy Crocker: VH-FME Greg Wardman VH-KHP
Andrew Ronald & Jenny - VH-MRJ Geoff Storey VH-CIG
Sonny Rankin & Don Austin VH-MVR Mal Anderson VH-BJP
Allan & Merle Wood VH-MUL John & Doreen Treble VH-CRK
Stan Wright VH-FMA Barry Cadzow & Stuart Robinson

VH-MFN

TROPHY. WINHERS

Best Presented Airtourer John Treble VH-CRX

The Longest Distance —~ Stan Tilley VH-BOK
Navigation Trial - John Treble, Kerry Hilsberg VI-CRK

Secret Time of Arrival Bob Gilmore VH-MOG
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ANNUAL CONVENTTION 1985 WANGARATTA VIC.

Friday 22nd February was not exactly 8/8 blue for quite a few members:—
though some did make Wangaratta even after trying the new strip (Joe Drage
Museum) however with weather reports from the East and hopes for the arrival
of the Sydney members becameless and less "Those Hills'", though as Saturday
progressed we had good arrivalsand over the complete weekend a total of
Twenty Airtourers were present,

- Wangaratta Aero Club with its past history and interest in Airtourers
certainly opened its doors to our Association, Their C.F¥.I. organised our
"Nav. trial to be taken out again by Kerry and John.

Saturday afternoon was most interesting to quite a number as we were

taken to inspect the new Airport Museum, by Kevin Gleeson, we even
inspectec A PENNY FARTHING CYCLE which was immediately conquered by our
now "Famous Bike Rider, Tony", we have a photsto prove Tony won our bet !!

Sunday morning 0800 Annual General Meeting Airtourer Association :— All
Officers were re elected which speaks volumes for the dedication of these
members in office. I am sure our Asociation has made its mark in General
Aviation; still one other very important factor which exists, the BOND

-between us all:- this is our "Airtourer Success". John Treble was
honoured by Life Membership "so well deserved", mark you, these honours
are not given out lightly !!! John and Doreen's involvement is complete

Treasurer,Editor Newsletter, typist Doreen, CO-op board member:- in fact
most days of the year John and Doreen are usually about Airtourer matters.
Our warmest congratulations to you both from us all.

Like every other organisation today, while in good financial shape(but to
keep.it so) we have seen the need’ to increase our membership fees to keep
pace with today's costs.

Another Treble effort was to have a new banner made to display with our
flags at our gatherings everywhere, giving complete foundation and history
of the Airtourer;amuch needed piece of equipment, as now everyone can read
about our A/c wherever we go. *

ATRTOURER ASSOCTATION CO-OP ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

9,30 Sunday.
Secretary, Treasurer, Guy Main was not present due to ill health. 4. Wood

and Stan Wright filled the gap. Usual business and Secretary's report
plus Chairman% report were dealt with,also details of accounts etc, which
were in the process of audit. Board Members due for retirement were,

D. 0. Rankin, Bob Gilmore, H. Knox and J. Treble. All four were re-
appointed by the meeting for a further term; of two years.

One point that was brought to the shareholders reporl, was the gilent
work performed by our board member Frank Rogers who has not so far been
able to attend our Annual General Meeting; -All Board Members are well
avare of Frank's never ending contribution to our Co-Op. those drawings
need Frank, and we need both Frank and the drawings. This will be brought
up at our next board meeting which hopefully will be early May, 1985,

By our various reports and financial statement,’we can be very happy with
our Co~Op year of trading. I would like to eXpress our thanks to all
the %Enj-people and organisations who have obtained spares etc. from our
Co-Cp. "We do try to effect a quick turn around for those customers who
need their order "yesterday" !!! Rest assured, should there be a delay
due to perhaps a manufacture or quality problem, in most casesthis delay
could well be in your best interest both for quality and cost,

To conclude we are all looking to our years work both in our Association
and the Co-Op and T am quite sure that all Members and Owners wherever they
may be around the globe, can be assured of spares for Airtourers.

We are all wishing Guy a speedy recovery to health.

Until next time, happy and safe Airtouring
Sonny.

P.S. 1lst June at Swan Hill A.0.P.A. Annual Conference (see A.0,P.A),
would like a good roll up of Airtourers.



CONVENTICH AT WANGABATTA 23-24/2/35.

Wihen Tdndsay and I left Lockington at 10,30 a.m. Saturday we were

wearing jumpers! After 4 hour they were removed, we were flying into
varmer weather. And such was the weather at Wangaratta - sunany and very
warm, What a shame such conditions didn't vrevail upon our Sydney and

Queensland friends who couldn't mske it due to bad weather.

We were made very welcome by the members of the Wangaratta Aerc Club

and they served & tasty BBQ lunch in the Hangar. Sonny gladly
interrupted his luach to be interviewed by the local TV newsgirl, who
happened to be young, atiractive and hlonde! Fo wonder, when viewing
the interview later, he confusedly thought we were in HSWY e think he
invited her to Yarrandale in September?

The Nav. Trial was organised and 4 aircraft took off; 2 wives said they
knew better than to go with their husbands, but I braved it asnd went with
Lindsay and loved it, even the enormous thermal over it. Buflalo where
cur speed went from 95Ks to 115 Ks in seconds, and the height rose from
5000' to 58001"! (I felt like I was in a 150!) The Nav., Trial toock us
to Mansfield, tnen over Mt. Buffalo to Porepunkah, and home to Vangaratta;
~a lovely area althousgh yery dry. Those who weren't involved in the trial
enjoyed the Hotel comforts, and afterwards we did tooj all converging on
the Motel's swimming pool. Tony Matthews didn't

have bathers so flattered the girls in his jocks. Some of the guys went
off to see Drages Alr MHuscunm,

.After refreshing showers we were conveyed back to the Aero Club in the
hired Mini Bus, aptly chauffeured by Don Austin, and there the Aero Club
served beautifully a delicicus smorgasbord of cold meats and salads,
followed by frult salad and cream. #ot forgetting a refreshing
continu_ous supply of fruit punch, plus wine and beer. A most enjoyable
evening continued with presentation of trophies (accompanied by cheers
and boos) and a music backed video of the Central Australian trip was
shown, Don conveyed us safely back to our Motel. On the second run we
doubled the seaiting capacity of the bus (it s:-ved pelrol}!

Sunday morning, instead of community breakfast we ate in our rooms, thus
allowing the ladies, who were grateful, a little extra beauty sleep, while
the men met for their meetings. At 9,30 a.m. Don drove the ladies and
luggage out to the Aero Club and there we were welcomed with Coffee and

Hot Scones, Jam and Cream! (Jenny Craig would not be pleased). Shortly
afterwards the sound of a helicopter took us outside. It was GMV & News
" filming the Airtourers. “ihen they landed Liz Matthews (in her mini dress)

delighted, sorry, I mean detailed info. to the nice young man. On
arrival of the men a flying formation of 2 Airtouvrers, MIH and BQK, was
organised snd the hellicopter chased to film their precision flying.
(Incidently we saw this on GMV 6 news Tuesday 26/2 and it was good
coverage and looked good - so too were Liz's legs!). Following the
newsteam Stan Tilley gave us his usual great aerchatic display, and herc
I should mention Stan arrived late Saturday "all dre: sed Up", he'd come
straipght from a wedding!

4 scrumggicus lunch of sandwiches, fresh fruit =nd iced coolled drink
was served then preparstions made for devartures,

Thanks to all concerned for a grent weelkend, also to Kerry and Stuart
Hilsberg for taking along the '"History of the Airtourer! book, which is
looking terrific and will be of value to the Association.




WANGARATTA 1985

22nd,23rd & 24th February

uangaratta-and a report on Dﬁr doings for 1934~85.

Firstly your Committee has met three times during 1984-85, The
main points as recommended by your Committes are as follous:-

Firstly that our Secretary write to the following magazinas
re the extension of main spar and tail plane brackets - life 17,20u
hours, AOPA, Wings NZ; C,A.D, N,Z., Australian Flying, Australian
Aircraft,

That our Associdion obtain suitable pennants to be sent to
various places at which our Annual General Meetings have besn held.
1 also advise the Annual General Meeting your Executive have acted
on both these recommendations and we have a pennant tu present to
Wangaratta Aero Club this week=-end, )

To facilitate the easier typing of our Neuwsletter which Doreen
Treble very ably does, we have bought a typeuriter for this purpose,
Doreen had to do all this typing at work and "often". Now this can be
done at home and in her oun timel! Most necessary ue felt,

The last recommendation by your Committee was that life member-
ship be conferred on our Treasurer, Editor of our neusletter, member and
active organizer to further the good of theAssociation. In my opinion
a very just and fitting reward as was well demonstrated in our Simpson
Desert venture, which as everyone knous possessed the "Treble Touch of
Organisation ! " HOWEVER later this will be put to you the members for

a decision,

Just to outline some of our activities - firstly our trip to
Alice Springs via the Simpson Desert;

Usual Yarrandale event which was as usual a credit to our
barbecue chief Stan and his new hslpers;

lLakes Entrance which was well attended, and finally Ballarat
and at this time no report as yet,

Two projects for the future which we Feel will Finally assist
our members,

Use of Mo.Gas Substance, A.Wood plus our expert David Lleuan well knoun

to our D,0.A. for fis work in this field. We will keep you posted on
this project, We hope that our member John Hannan will be assisting
us in this project as I'm assured by Alan Wood that we need the use of
a very original 115 A/C, This is of course subject to John's approvalll

Hope to have the answer when I can contact John.
Our Secretary has complied with D,0.A. suggestions re contacting

owners regarding under cart leg life or failure as may be the casas, with
a view of extending the time between mangerflux or whatever the reviaw

~ suggasts,

Lastly again back to extended life of main spar and tail plane
brackets - as agreed by D.0.,A., at our Meeting last May, A fatigue
meter was to be installed in an A/C to monitor the stress of the
components with a likely extensian from 17200 hours, after agreed
period of stressed readings. This meter will be fitted to A/C FMA
ouned by the FMA Flying Group at Wast Wyalong,

Briefly this has covered our main activities in most fields of

flying and furthering the cause of our Association,



Cannot let this weekend pass without firstly thanking Stan Wright
our Secretary for his prompt and accurate execution of the 0ffice af
Secretary, not forgetting our typist Joan Wright. Minute. typing, Sub-
Committee typing = plus the President's typing. We all owe Joan our
thanks for this work.

Our Committee members and Treasurer of course have done their
duties very well; as can be seen by the organisation this weekend.
My special thanks to our Auditor Tony Matthews who completes his duties
without fear or favour. My grateful thanks to you Tony.

the Wangaratta Aero Club, for their

Lastly my grateful thanks to
A great Club plus

part in hosting our Annual General Meetlng this year.
their legendary C.F.I.Dick Jackson,

To our members it has been my great pleasure to work s your
President during 1984-85. I look forward to this yer which I am sure
.will be just as full and rewarding for our members in every way.

" For 1985-86 happy Air Touring
‘ D.0.Rankin

President

AIRTOURER ASSOCIATION

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

HELD AT WANGARATTA 24-2-1985

STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE FROM 1-2-1884to 31-1- 1685

RECEIPTS EXPENDITURE
Credit Balance 1-2- 1684  $4,941.22 Investment $4,000.00
Membership Fees 2,205.00 Newsletter 1,163.00
1984 Alrtourer Association . " 1684 Airtourer Association
Adventure 2,844.00 Adventure 2,845.00
Adventure Sponsorship 1,5600.00 Adventure Sponsorship 1,500.00
1984 A.G.M. Echuca 1,161.00 1884 A.G.M. Echuca 847.52
Yarrandale Fly-In 863.50 Yarrandaie Fly-In 767.20
Repayment from D, Stott 547.60 Consultant Fees Re- Main Spa 500.00
T. Shirts 426.00 Typewriter 400.00
Badges, Pins etc. 117.50 Airsport 384.00
Donations 78.24 Phone 382.04
- Trophy's 3564.50
Returned Cheques 333.00
T. Shirzs 318.00
Printing 260.60
Postage 222.79
Bank Charuges 53.83
Lzbels — Newsletter 3470
Credit Balance 310.88
$ 14,784.06 514,784.06
Reconciliation: $310.88
Investment Account $4,358.80

Doug Stott owes Airtourer Association

$196.33

. John Trelle, Treasuner.



"MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERRL'NEETING OF THE AIRTOURER

ASS5O0CTATION

HELD AT WANGARATTA FEB, 24th 1985,

Present:

Apologies:

Minutes:

Sefilley, G, Penfound, D,Austin, J.Donovan,
L.Marshall,A.Wood, T.Matthews, J.Treble,
D.0.Rankin, B.Kitchell, S.Fankhauser, D.Wearne,
Je.Crocker, M,Anderson, S.Hilsberg, K.Hilsberg,
A,Ronald,,

D.5tott, M.Porter, P.Carey, H.Knox, J.Plummer,
S.Robinson, B,Cadzow, P,Roache, R.Sims, G.Main,
Je.Hannon, E,Johnson, H.Millicer, R,Gilmore,
P.Coy, H.Cousins, S.Davies, K,Bell,

Moved J.Treble seconded S$.Tilley that these
Apologies bhe accepted, CARRIED

The Minutes of the previous Annual Geperal
leeting were read., Moved T.Matthews secanded
D.Austin that these are a true and correct
recard, CARRIED

Business Arising from the Minutes: Nil

Correspondence: The Secretary outlind the outward and the

President's
Report:

Secretary'ls
Report:

Treasurarls
Report:

inward correspondence and presented the files

for inspection. Moved L.Marshall seconded

B.Kitchell that the correspundence be accepted,
CARRIED

The President's report was read,
Moved A.Wood seconded $.Tilley that this
report be accepted. CARRIED

The President moved that John Trehle ha made
a Life Member of the Airtourer Association,

which was carried by acclamation,

Thanks were also extended to Don Austin for

his driving of the Bus.

The Secretary presented a short addition

to his report that was printed in a previous
Newsletter, Moved B.Kitchell seconded L.Marshall
that this report be accepted. CARRIED

The Treasurer presented his financial

Statement which had bssn audited by T.Mattheus,
Moved S,Hilsberg seconded D.Austin that this
report bhe accepted, CARRIED

The Treasursr recommended that maemberships

be raised to $18., After discussion he moved

in this diraction which was seconded by A.Wood,
An amendment was moved by F.Penfound,seconded
DeWearne that the memberships be $20, The
amendment when put to the meatinﬁ was passed
which became the motion, which was CARRIED

.. Election of Officsers:

The President declared all positions vacant,



Moved D.Austin seconded G.Penfound that all
Executive be returned to their previous
positions, There being no other nominations
this was carried by acclamation,.

General Business ¢
' The Secretary ansuered questions on the under-
cart leg life proposal,

Sugqestions from the Meeting for the next
Annuval General Meeting were Canberra, Merimbula
or Moruya, or lLake Cargelligo,

Moved A,Ronald seconded J.Crocker, that the
Secretary write to the appropriate Federal
Minister inquiring about duty free import
of Airtourers, CARRIED

Maeting closed at 22,26 GMT

Further to my Report in the November Neuwsletter No.30
I would like to re=confirm the publicity the Association has, and
is receiving. Hardly a week goes by without an enquiry regarding
the Association, its history, and the aircraft associated with it,
The enquiries are coming from potential owners down the line to student

pilots,

Regarding my "note from your Secretary™ in the February Neus-
letter with reference to the "Airsport", if anyone is not clear on houw
they stand, please feel free to discuss this with your Executive,

At the time of resolving the Airsport problem the opportunity
was taken to advise those who had not paid their subs that they were
due, The response was only moderats, It would appear that at this
stage of the fipancial year, as against the end of the previous year,

we are doun some fifteen members,

I would 1like to thank the President, Treasurer and Committee
for their assistance in the past twelve months and look forward to
serving you in theé next tueslve months if re-elected,

Your Secretary
Stan Wright
Wangaratta, 24.2,1985

RIVERINA AIRMOTIVE PTY. LTD.

For Aircraft Engine Overhauls, contact our Airtourer Association member Barry Kenyon, |
Proprietor L.A.M.E. Building 123, Parafield, South Australia, 51068. Phone: {08} 258 2209

A.H. (08) 44 6003.




AIRTOURER €O0-0P = MY REPORT = WANGARATTA 1985

Your board of Directors met as usual during 1985, and I
am pleased to pass on to you,the shareholders, that the day to
day ‘running of the Co-0p by Guy Main, assisted by Alan Uood and
Frank Rogers is running wsell,

I am pleased to report that the Transavia has been
completed, Like getting blood vut of a stone, but we have at last
been paid by Transavia for everything. It did take legal proceedings!

I will just summarise some of the business dealth with at
Board level:- Your Board has decided to purchase back shares from
members, who have sold their aircraft and wish to sell their shares
in the Co0-0p, when funds are available, Director Doug Stott to be
replaced on the Board due to his absence from three consecutive
mestings of the board. Rule 48,D., At our November Mesting of the
Board Bob Gilmore was appointsd as a Director and welcomed to the
Meeting as per Rule 47,

It was also moved at this meeting that further to the
purchase af shares back from members as previously agreed by the
Board, a service fee of $50.00 be charged to cover Board's costs by

the Vendor.

Shareholders D,Taylor, B.Roberts and V.C.Abramms are sharge
holders wishing to sell and will be dealt with in this order, Your
Board has approved of two new shareholders Peter Roche and Stuart

Hilsberge.
Thiscovers some of our main decisions during the year,

1 would like to mention that the day to day running of our
Co~0p is being ably run by our Sscretary~Treasurer Guy Main assisted
by Directors Alan Wood and Frank Rogers, Ue are all well acquainted
with Alan and Guy and the work they do for the Co=Up,

But my thoughts are today with Director Frank Rogers who is
not an aircraft ouwner, His untiring work with the drawings and plans
could not be replaced at this stage, I wish to let the shareholders
know that at the next Board Meeting I will he praessing for a just
remuneration for Director Rogeras, I fell guite sure your Board will
agraeae and caomplete this matter , which is well within ocur means.
This will be borne out by our financial statement when presented.

Your Directors are well satisfied withthe activities of the
Co-0p and the business transacted during 1984, I would like to
thank &ll the Board membsers personally for their effort and attend-
ance at our Meetings,

As you all know Oirectors Rankin, Treble, Knox and Gilmore
are due for retirement this year., Gilmore inheriting Stott's
position, unfortunately,after such a short period with us has to
retire at the same time as Stott would have had to, However I am
pleased to state to you that they are all happy to accapt re-
nomination to the Board,

. To all shareholders its been my pleasure to serve with
your Directors of our Co=0p but more particularly as their Chair-
man, I am sure you will all agree with me that your Board is most
efficient and the Co=0p will move steadily forward. It is not
beyond the realms of possibility that the sharcholders may
receive somes small dividend in the foresesable futurs,

My thanks to all and we look foruard to the Board's
activities for 1985,

D.0,Rankin



MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE AIRTOURER
CO-0PERATIVE HELD AT WANGARATTA FEBRUARY, 24th 1985,

Prasant:

Apologies:

Minutas:

D.0.Rankin, G.Psnfound, J. Crooker,.f.Donovan,
L.Marshall, A.Ronald, S.Hilsberg, D.WUearns,
B.Kitchell, S.Fankhauser, $,Tilley, T.Matthsus,
J. Treble, A.Wood,

P.Coy, GeMain, H.Millicer, B.Gilmorse, H. Knox
LeJdohnson, P.Caray.

Moved T.Matthews seconded A.Ronald that these
apologies be accepted, CARRIED

The Minutes of the mwevious annual general

meeting were read, Moved S.Tilley seconded
T.Marshall that they are a true and correct
raecord, CARRIED

Business Arising from the Minutes. Nil

Corraspondence: Inward and outward correspondence referring

President's
Raport:

Secretary's
Report:

Treasurer's
Heport:

Ratirement of

Directors:

Genaral
Business:

to HiMillicer's use of Co=0p equipment were
read,

Moved T,Matthews seconded B.Kitchell that the
correspondence be approved, CARRIED

The Presidential report was read,
Moved J.Treble seconded 5,Tilley that this
report be accepted, , CARRIED

Tha report was read to the Mesting.
Moved S.Mattheus seconded S.Hilsberg that the
report be accented, CARRIED

A profit and loss and balance sheet was tablsd.
Moved S5.Tilley seconded T.Marshall that the
Treasurer's report bs accepted. CARRIED

As per the rules of the constitution Directors
Rankin, Treble, Knox and Gilmore ars to retire
from the Board, '

Moved T.Matthews secondad S.Hilsberg that ths
four directors be re-appointed. CARRIED

fioved- D.Wearne that the Secretary write to
D.5tott thanking him for his time on the Board,
Seconded A.Ronald, CARRIED

Al

Mesting closed 2315 GMT
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SECRETARY'S REPORT

Firstly my apologies for non attendance, but have been waiting to enter
hospital for some time and unfortunately Repat. decided this was the time.
Owing to the parlous state of the system in N.S.W. I dared not try to
alter it.

The Co-op has had a busy year and a profitable one. Manufacture of various
components has been carried out, as has repair work. Frank Rogers has done
a stirling job supplying many .copies of drawings and his advice on other
natters has been of paramount importance. Alan Wood and myself have had
weekly conferences on matters of production etc. and Alan with his
knovledge of alternate and easier methods of alleviating problems, has
spent a great deal of time helping our owners here and overseas.

These methods T have collated and are available to owners as photo copies.
Overseas owners have been particularly appreciative.

Our storage facilities  have improved, having extended the areaholding

form blocks, tooling, mpouldings etc. Thanks to Hugh Knox for his gift of
heavy angle iron shelving which has allowed for ease of storage and
identification. These improvements have been done at no cost to the

Co-op.

The matter of Transavia's debt has at last been settled, but not before

we were forced to issue a summons, I am afraid their business ethics leave a
little to be desired.

I have written to C.A,C. regarding manufacture of skins for the Airtourer
as I believe they did so for N.Z. Aerospace, as yet have had no reply.

Again my apologies, and welcome to two new Members, Peter Roche and
Stuart Hilsberg.

Guy H. Main
Secretary.

FOR SALE

SHIRTS WITH PRINTED ASSOCIATION BADGE ON LEFT CHEST

T-SHIRT (Normal style with round crew neck) - $8.00
V-NECK WITH COLLAR-SPORTS SHIRT (Two colour) $12.00
SIZES 14 90 cm oM

16 95 cm M

18 100 em L

20 105 cm XL

22 110 em 08

(Some sizes are now unavailable)
Shirt colour is WHITE or BONE - collar is DARK BLUE.
Transfers = 50c Lapel Badges $2.00
Tie Bars = $4.00 Cloth Badges = $5.00

Send your order to Treasurer, together with cheque and order details
including size.

Full Coloured 10" x 8" Photographs of the LINE-UP AT ALICE SPRINGS as on
the cover of Newsletter No. 29, August 1984 are now available for $10.00 .

If required please advise Treasurer, John Treble.




In our Felbruany 1984 Newslelten we mentioned the accident sustained by
Life flembon, CLILE Tait on 72-72-7983,

Since then I've had numenous quenies regarding his wellare which I. was
unalile to answer, I thoughl the Best way to Lind out was to write and
ask CLILL himself,

Horne 158 his neply -

Dear John,
Thank you for the newsletter and the interest in my welfare,

It is pleasing to see the Association still alive and well,

Asfor myself, T am making progress along the road to recovery even

if it dis still a little way off.I am pleased that the summer heat

is declining and in many ways look forward to the cool of winter
because hot weather is quite distressing as far as my burned

body areas are concerned,although these are healing slowly.I have

to have more operations in oder to obtain better function of

my hands but that cannot be attempted until the initial grafts

have healed.

You may know that the lower part of my spine was damaged by
compression and that I suffered a broken neck..Vertebraes c5&céh
werecompletely dislocated,turned around,and transposed,with

my spinal chord looking like the letter S.Apart from severely
restricted mobility in my spine plus a fair bit of pain I am

doing well and get around without too much difficulty.

No none really understands how I managed to get myself out of

the aircraft with such injuries and it is something of a mystery

as to why I am not totally paralysed but the Good Lord

works in mysterious ways. Also my survival has to be testimony

to the design of the Adrtuorer.

I encountered wind shear at about 250 feetagl while crossing

some trees with the alrcraft in a shallow banked attitude and was
unable to pull out of the resulting dive.When the aircraft hit the t
ground the tright wing broke off ,the alrcraft bounced the engine

came away and the aircraft caught fire.I was strapped in with the four
point harness and at no time paniced or was unduley concerned.Quite
calm in fact.When all was still I decided it was time to get out because
being cooked was not a pleasant thought and in anycase the flames
which had started on my hands ,arms and face had started to hurt a bit.
My clothing protected the majority of my body and had I not had my sleeves
rolled up I would not have had my arms burnt.Anyway,the cockpit area
retained its integrity during the-. 1mpact and contrlbuted

in no small way to my suvival

I am gathering lots of mater%al about the crash and its aftermath and
hope to include a story abo&,/in a new book which will contain

a repeat of Flight Of The Kiwi a continuation of the Aerospace saga
sthe deliveries of the CT4s to Point cook and my recapturing of

Jean Battens Uk NZ record

Well thats about all John as I have to get ready to go to the hospital
for physiotherapy in a few minutes.I am down to twice a week for treatment

so thats good.
please pass my very best wishes to all and I do look forward to a time

when T can be with you at one of your meets
Cliff Tad

Thanks CLILL fon your prompt zeply, and we would fe delighted to
welcome and meel yous particubanly as guest speakern at one of oun
AG T 4,
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Central Office

Civic Permanent Cenire
Allara Street
Canberra A.C.T.

In reply quote: M131-1-419 P.O. Box 367
Canberra City, 2601
Telephone (062) 47 3333
Telex 82221

The Secretary

Air Tourer Association
30 Creswell Street
West Wyalong WNSW 2671

Dear Sir,

As advised to your Mr Wright on 8 March 1984, we have received a major
Defect Report concerning the flap control on a Victa Super 150 aircraft.
We consider that the defect is worthy of publication in your Asgociation's
Newsletter as the defect, if it had occurred in flight, would have had an

effect on safety of flight.

Attached are relevant pages from the Illustrated Parts Catalogue for your
reference.

buring an investigation, of what appeared to be drooping Flapperons caused
by wind, the following defect in the aircraft flight control system was

discovered -

The Torgue tube {17) Bearing pin (21) had backed out and disengaged
from the Bearing (20). The disengagement at this point had caused
the Torgue tube to drop and thereby had effectively jammed the

controls.

Our investigations into the cause of the defect have not yet been concluded,
but we would suggest that you advise your members to have their LAME check
their aircraft immediately for discrepancies in the following areas -

1. That the Bearing pin is located properly into the Torque tube.

2. That the Bearing pin is correctly wire-locked to prevent
'backing-out'.

3. That the Torque tube support bracket is sufficiently rigid.

Please request your members to advise the department of any defects found
as a result of these checks.

Yours faithfully

a7

(COLIN TORKINGTCN)
for First Assistant Secretary

Flight Standards

M131-1-419(5) Maint Afc - Gen
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AIRTOURER ILLUSTRATED PARTS CATALOGUE

Typical ltems

o

f With consideral;lé’ effort Hugh Knox has put together a Video of our 1984

Airtourer Association Adventure, which was shown at our Wangaratta
Convention,

If you would like a copy, Qstate V.H.85, or BETA)please advise me by
31-5-85 s0 as to bulk order.

The cost will be $20.00 including postage. You may include your $20.00
with Membership Renewal.

John Trelle, Treasunen.




AN OPEN LETTER 70 ALL [EMBERS OF THE AIRTOURER ASSOCIATION

L would Like to take this oppontunity to nespond to the Life flembenship
conferrned upon me at oun A.G.A. Wangaratia,.

When I was made wware of the pending award I was almost speechless, I
must say thatl anything I do fon the Association is no chore at alf, I'm
only putting back some of the joy I nreceive,

People often ask me how much does it cost to own and fly an aeroplane ?
(who hasn't Leen asked) my answer is always lthe same, "How can you put
a price on the friends we have made, the places we have been and the
good times Doneen and I have had within ourn Association”.

fly most exciting momend in 18 yeans of flying was seeing my dream of
Alying the Simpson Deseal as a group, {(of which 35 other people shared)
come. to fauilion atl Alice Sprnings fLast yearn., My proudest moment was

Lo Le honouned with this awand,

I wish Lo thank Sonny Rankin and Tony flatihews for thein kind spoken
wonds at the meeting and every memben fon considening that I may fea
wonthy necipient of Life Membenship of the Airtouren Association,
Sincenely,
John Trelle,

ATRCRAFT HISTORY QUESTIONAIRFE

To help complete an individual Aircraft History, please fill out and return
to Stuart Hilsberg, Box 34, Sunbury, Victoria, 3429.

Any photographs would also be appreciated.

Name., oottt i e e e e Date of Delivery..oiveeivrreenrvnrnns
O O s R Hours at Disposal....civevievnennnn..
AFC BABE ittt ittt anan

---------------------------------------

Name i ittt sttt et Date of Delivery .....cceviiirvnnnan.,
L6 R oy 0T Hours at Disposal .........cvivvvnvnenn.
..................................... A/C BASE tiiiiiiiiiit i i
T Date of Delivery... o irnvnnnnneen.
0% R 7 I Hours at Disposal...........cvivivnnnn.




N.S.W. - STATE OF FRUSTRATION

Vieta enthusiasts in N.S.W. may be forgiven for firmly believing that sone arcas of the
State are surrcunded by impenetrable raincloud barriers.

On two occasions this year local bands of the Airtourer fraternity and sorority have
been thwarted in their attempts to join the clan gatherings at Yarrandale and Wangaratta.

It is not surprising that the idea of a local get together naturally evolved as some
sort of compromise. The place chosen was Wedderburn - headquarters of the N.S.W.
Sport Aireraft Club - an airstrip only some 5 or 6 years young literally carved out
of the local bush and where, as the brochure stated 'the weather is always fine'.

The morning of Saturday April i3th saw Leonie, John and Hummingbird (BQW) surveying
the grey skies for signs of great white birds, preparations having been made in the
tradition of the cargo cult. And come they did - all nine of them invited at very
short notice to enjoy the very last of the warm weather.

First to arrive was Bob Pankhurst and son Robert (MTP). They were followed by
Harry Couzin (MOA), Hugh Knox (MWR), George Penfound (MOJ), Alan Wood and

Merle {MUL), John Hannan and Margaret (MRE), Graham Wood (MTC), Ron Stiebel
and Julie (MOH) and Sean Connery - sorry, Peter Roeche and Marjorie (RSJ).

One more important participant, Maureen Knox, came by car with food and prizes
protruding all round.

In between showers of wet substance (it never rains at Wedderburn) a most successful
non VMC nav-trial was conducted, followed by a spot landing.

Amazingly in the conditions, George Penfound won first prize by completing the
course in 27 minutes 39 seconds - only 1 second outside his estimate.

Hugh Knox landed right on the line for 1st in the spot landing.

On Saturday night a barbeque was held with a select group from the home club.
A Tine meal was provided by our superb Vieta ladies. Some excellent early flying
films were screened and a good evening was had by all. Hardier members slept
in the commodious confines of the Wedderburn Hilton, but as accommodation was
limited, others were forced to take the motel in downtown Campbelltown.

After a cooked breakfast, Sunday morning was intermittently sunny, i.e. it showered.
Local Club Secretary, Jim Walsh took us all on a walking tour of the local bushland
and earned the admiration of all with his knowledge of Australian flora.

Something different for us pilots!

A little bit of flying by the group - much talking and reminiseing and after lunch
the aireraft departed for home leaving BQW alone once again until the next time.

Competition results were: . John Plummen
TIME TRIAL INTELLIGENCE SPOT OVERALL
TEST LANDING
1st MOJ MOJ MWR MWR
2nd MWR MWR MRE MOJ
3rd RSJ MOH MTC R3J

The next Newsletten No. 33 will Qe pubidished during August, 1985,
. Contnibutions Lo he with the Editon Ly 37st Juby, 7985,




MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL Due 1-7-1985

= T A
4
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....................................... State.............Postcode...........

Telephone STD ( ) I Home, 8TD ( ) Work

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please renew my membership of the Airtourer Association for the year ending
30-6-86.

Annual Subscription $20.00 Overséas Members A$16,00
Overseas Members payable by Bank Draft in Australian Dollars

Make cheque payable to Airtourer Association and post to:

~John Treble, 16 MEEHAN COURT, KEILOR, 3036.

Now that the distribution of Airsport has been discontinued by our
Association’those members who paid for Airsport last year are to deduct
the amount paid}from this years Membership Renewal,

Example - *
Subscription 1985-1986 = $20.00
Less Airsport _14.00
Balance to be financial $ 6.00

until 30-6-1986

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS

“Each year around December, Stan Wright and myself spend considerable
time and expense chasing unfinancial members for their renewal fees.

) Of approximately 130 members it's about 30 who take months to
‘pay their dues and it is almost always thé same 30,

For those who don't have a copy of the Constitution (@f which we all
agreed to abide by) here is Clause 7. :

7. Subscriptions,

Annual subscriptions shall fall due on the first day of July each
year and be paid before 30th day of Aupust, and shall be such amount as
determined by members at the Association Annual General Meeting.

Do your Secretary and_Tréasurer a favour by sending your cheque with
Membership Renewal today.

John Trebie,
Treasurer,




