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EDITORTAL

Very nice to hear from John & Jan 0O'Halloran and to receive their article
on flying in Hong Kong which appears herein.

Also great to receive news of the activities of the RNZAF Auckland Aviation
Sports Club which is included in this issue, Helpful advice on airworthiness
matters from Headquarters New Zealand Defence Force has been forwarded on to
our Airworthiness Sub-Committee. Thank you New Zealand.

Don't visit the Marshalls in Lockington unless you have plenty of 1Qcent
coins. Lindsay & Beryl have now installed aircraft parking meters. Anyone for

afternoon tea?

Betty Rankin advises the turnoff into their property from the Yalgogrin
Road has been named and signposted Rankin's Lane. We are all very pleased to
see recognition of Sonny and Betty's community efforts over many years,

On the Sunday of the June Mildura Fly-In Glenn Sturges says they will be
having choir practice?? Come and 'Holler for a Marshall?'
During our recent extensive tour around south/east Australia all of our hosts
received a 4 star rating and are fully recommended for future visits by members

2f the Association,

AGM Loxton has been well reported in Newspetter 62 but particularly for
those of you non-residents of Australia youd may be interested to know our local
Channel 9 also produced through its Current Affair series a short documentary
on the fly-in and history of the Airtourer. Possible honours for a TV logie
were shared between the aircraft, the motley cast of seeming arthritic
geriatrics and the doyen of the Association Henry Millicer who was pictured
resplendent as usual designing yet another of his many successes.

On the subject of the imminent proposed Safety Regulatory Tax, it is the
considered opinion of your executive that such a tax is totally unsubstantiated
and fully supports action as recommended by A.0.P.A. president Patroni in his
April '92 Editorial viz: C

'We must show the government that we are serious and will not accept any
more charges. MOST IMPORTANTLY WE MUST STAND UNITED AND REFUSE ABSOLUTELY AND

CATEGORICALLY TO PAY THIS TAY.'

Safe fléing, -




A.G,M., LOXTON '92

Saturday March 7th 1992 - woke up and started to mentally prepare for the usual
long gruelling trek to the Annual Ceneral Meeting - five, possibly six hours.

Hang on! It's at Loxton - only 1% hours away.

Something is definitely wrong. Both the body and brain are having difficulty
adjusting to this odd situation. Am I in a time warp? (Stan Tilley says all
airtourer pilots are in a time warp). 1 pinch myself. No I'm awake, but I
know something must be wrong. How can I possibly cope with such a short flight?

I wonder if I am havingwithdrawal symptons.

We arrive over the Loxton strip at what seems to be shortly after take-off.
As we taxy towards the parking area, a gyrating figure suddenly appears in
front of us, arms thrashing uncontrollably like a windmill in the throes of

self destruction.

Even Pam was confused_as to which way we were to turn. FEventually, despite
the "marshaller's" efforts we found ourselves alongside another Victa.

A mini-bus ferried us into Loxton. There we were treated to a delicious lunch
on the lawns in the beautiful setting around the hotel pool.

It was here in these idylic surroundings that suddenly our ears were assailed
by a shrill, pilercing, screeching noise that brought as to the ugly realisation
that the "Phantom Whistler" had returned. The horrors of Parachilna 1987

came flooding back,

During the weekend we had numerous reminders that the "whistler" was amongst
us. We also hedrd several interesting suggestions of what to do with the
whistle although some were probably physically impossible.

After lunch, Beryl Marshall suggested we take a short walking tour of the town.
There was talk amongst the participants that it seemed like a forced march
marathon ~ and several fell by the wayside before the finish., Others said they
could have sworn they passed Steve Monegetti - it appeared he was unable to
keep up with Beryl's tight gruelling schedule.

After the meeting the Current Affairs Team requested as many as possible return
to the airfield for a '"walk towards the camera in V formation". There were a
few comments about having to walk through stubble, prickles etc. It must

have looked like a science fiction movie, with hordes of people suddenly to
appear, straggling out of the desert, It seemed some were not too conscientious
about maintaining the V formation, and several members thought they heard

someone call out 'close up number 38",

Everyone at the dinner that night appeared to have a great time - excellent food
in very pleasant surroundings and theusual great company. Ron Stiebel was the
recipient of a most unusual relayed telephone message from baby Catherine

O'Halloran.

The following morning we had the choice of a river cruise or a bus tour. Our

group decided on the cruise and we all agreed this was definitely the most
pleasant way to start the day. During the cruise we were fortunate to meet up
with marathon swimmer who informed us it was his 100th day in the waters of the
Murray., Beryl renewed his acquaintence - she had previously met him at Echuca
on January 3rd - and Glen Sturgess took the hat around to collect for the kids

with cancer.

On arrival back on land just prior to lunch, there was a moment of panic when
the peaceful riverbank setting was shattered by an overwhelming screeching sound.




Everyone turned to look for the Phantom Whistler - but it was only a very large
flock of corellas doing their formation stuff at very low level along the river.

After another fabulous lunch prepared once again by the local ladies, we took
our leave — said goodbye to as many as we could before heading to the airfield

for the return home to our Goolwa base.

Once again, I had to mentally prepare myself for the short flight home. It was

easier to handle this time as it took longer than the flight up - one hour and -
twenty minutes. A wave of guilt overwhelmed me as I thought that with a little

meditation, I could easily get used to these short flights to the Annual

General Meeting.

Gerry Lawson,

. oo W o
“THE PHANTOM WHISTLER AFTERMATH OF BERYLS TOUR

VIC/TAS FLY IN.

We will be staging a fly in to The Grampians the second weekend
in November 1992, landing at Stawell. There we will be picked
up by bus and transferred to the Lake Fyans Caravan Park., The
accommodation is in self contained units or cabin vans. The
weekend would consist of an afternoon walk to the Pinnacle,
evening BBQ/Buffet, continental breakfast next morning before a
five hour tour by 4WD around the National Park, then light lunch
on return prior to departure. The cost of this would be approx.
$85.00 per person all up twin share.

If interested ring Hector Blemings on 056-342-421 or 03-859-5793.

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST,

1 suggest that Airtourer Association Members tender for a number,
say 10 CT4's when they are offered for sale. Those interested
would agree to the amount tendered and place the appropriate
portion 1/10th each in a trust fund awaiting the outcome.

Any further suggestions/comments contact Stuart Hilsberyg or
myself. :

HECTOR BLEMINGS.
= WANTED

Sensenich propeller  74DM6-0-60 or 62 part life or able to be overhauled.

Please phone Alan Wood (02) 6070566,
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IT°6 A LONG HAY TO LOXTON

Aftexr much planning it appeared as though IOF would not be
going to Loxton due to Lthe tropicsal wet. Therfore plan B was
to visit Deb’'s relatives in Sydney via Ansett Airlines.
However, on Wednesday afternoon with a short brealk in the
weather we managed to slip out of Cairns via the valley
dodging the oceasional rain shower. A quick refuel and check
of the met at Townsville indicated four octaz of cloud

around Rockhampton with a base of 30030 feet. As we were
planning to land at Rochky 20 minutes after last light and the
cloud base being the same as the lowest safe altitude we
decided to spend the night at my sister s place in Home Hill.
So a few gquick circuits of the house (standard signal te pick
ug up) and off to the airgstrip at Avr. (better runway)

Aftér a pleasant evening with the family it was off to Horee
with a refuel stop at Rocky. Again the weather forcast was
doom and gloom. Being a grealt believer in met forcasts I
decided to launch forth and have a look for myself. Ayr to
Rochky was no problems. On approach into Rocky the tower
requested our intentions -~ guick refuel and check the met was
the reply. We were pleasantly surprised when we were cleared
to park on the main hardstand in front of the tower, they
also sent the Ffuel truck over to us. Very friendly Air

Trafficers n Rocky.

Phile | refuelied, Deb checked the met and found that the
weather between Rocky and Horee was perfect for flying.
(except for headwinds that is) Flight Serviece also gave

us a copy of the latest AIC with the new fregquencies for the
Rocky -~ Brisbane area. (still have not received the official
AIC to date) Roecky to Horee was to be a dull flight however
the monotony was broken by a call Ffrom GANTAS 51, seems that
Rocky were worried about our well being az they had not heard
from ns after a Trequency change. Nice to know that somebody

cares.

On arrival at Horee we noticed RGH parked on the tie downs.
Must be Ken and Jean was the comment. After checking with
Neil (the refueller) we headed off to the Golden Harvest
Motel wheve we caunght up with Een and Jean. Ken was hobbling
around with a broken foot but we still managed to talk him
into going out for a cold drink. Ken chose the Chinese
restaurant next door as it wasn’'t Ffar for him to hobble, here
we staved for the evening meal. Had to have the banquet of
course as we had to celebrate getting this far.

On Friday morning we headed off to Yarrandale in company with
RAH. We needed to keep a good eye on Ken’'s navigation as he
was only using a GPS while we were using the tried and
trusted method of visual nav. Hust have done OR as we had no
problens finding Yarrandale. The fact that the strip was
freshly mowed, had nice white markers and a large vellow
windsock may have helped a little. Betty tried her best to
coax someone/snyone out of an sirtourer to accompany her on
the "shorl” drive to Loxton. We left Ken and Jean with Betty




and after a auieck refnel at Griffith headed across the Hay
plains on the last leg to Loxton. Two days praviously we had
grave doubts that we would ever get there. Approaching Loxion
we were surprised to receive a call from Adrian on the area
frequency, it appears the waiting crowd were getting thirsty,
thanks for waiting.

The Loxton flyin would have to be one of the best T have cver
been to - thanks Peg and Adrisn. There was much discussion
with Stan and Bonnie over the weekend as to Hobart being the
shortest route back to Cairns and how we shonld plan via
Tassie. Sorry Stan our charts disagreed however, next time wve
head sovth we 11 plan via Hobart. After much procrastination
and discussion about refuel points between Loxton sand
Canberra we decided to accepted Col and Havrg’'s invitation to
refuel at their strip just oultside The Rock.

When it came time to depart would yon believe it - hesdwinds
again, must be Deb’s fawnlt. Col took off just after IOF but,
much to Marg’'s surprise managed to arrive about an hour
before us. This time the hare beat the tortise. Col has a \
good setup there and maybe thought could be given Lo a fly-in
there sometime. Another quick refuel and some local advise o1
how to gain a guick clearance through Wagga control and we
were onh our way to Canberra.

After an overnight with friends and a quick jaunt sround the
old stomping grounds it was off on a leisurely sfternoon
flight to Bankstown to stay with Deb’s grandparents for a Tew
days. Sydney was a dangerouns place for me as Deb was looking
forward to some serious shopping after being in the north for
over 1Z months. Even though I managed to hide most of her
cards, the plastic still took a beating and poor I0T was a
bit heavier on the way home. While in Sydney we managed to
cateh up with the 0'Hallorans who were passing through on
their way to New Zealand for a holiday. We got together for
dinner and a few drinks catching up on what hsd been
happening over the last two vears.

We had planned to fly up to WYarnervale while in Sydney to
visit some old friends but were forced to make the treip by
road as the weather had turned foul. On return to Sydney we
made a snap decision Lo depart while it was =still possible.
(we didn"t want to leave I0F at Bankstown)

#e had been watching the progress of cyvelone Fran and decided
that our besi plan of attack was to cross the ranges and make
our way back o Rocky vis Horee. So when a hreak in the
weather appeared we crept out at low level over the Blue

MHountains. ‘

Once past Hudgee the weather cleasred and the flight to Horee
was uneventfull. A quiet night in Horee, as we were minus the
intoxicating company of Ken and Jean, then on our way to Avye
via Rocky. At last we were blessed with tailwinds, first and
only time for the whole trip. Another of our quick refuels at
Rocky, in front of the tower again (maybe they jnst want to
keep an eye on us) and onto Ayr. Found some very unpleagsant




weather around Hackay (oot nncommon) bnt managed to find our
way through to again cirecle my sister’ s honse. The next day
we were off again and with a Final refuel in Towmsville it
was onto Cairns, managing to beat the afternoon storms by a
good four hours. All in all a very pleasant trip south.

" Rick & Deb

"SAAA OSHKOSH EXPRESS 92"

It seems as though the Airtourer Association is having a Safari this year to
Oshkosh. The known members who are going via the SAAA "Oshkosh Express 92" are:-

Stan & Bonnie Tilley
Alan & Merle Wood

Bob & Pat Peak

John & Jill -Mulheron
Hugh & Maureen Knox
John & Doreen Treble
Doug Stott and Sue White
Warren Kirkup

During our AGM at Loxton some others were contemplating going, if so I suggest
you call SAAA Reservations Representative Bob Phillips (02) 505476 for details,

John Treble.

COMBINED S.A./VIC FLY-TN MILDURA

6/7th June 1992

To make the South Australia fly-in interesting we decided at Loxton to combine
with the Vics., and hold our S.A./Vic fly-in at Mildura and because we didn't
have the Nav-ex at Loxton, we will have it at Mildura.

To be eligible for the Nav-ex you have to attend the barbeque 12.00 local time
at Lake Mungo on Saturday 6th June. Arrivals can be on Friday at Mildura or
Saturday at Lake Mungo. From Lake Mungo at approx. 3.30pm local time depart
for Mildura via Nav-ex of approx. 71 nm. On arrival register for:

Saturday night dinner, Mildura.

Sunday ~ tour of winery and local sights,early morning a dawn patrol,
evening Choir Practice and drinks conducted by Beryl (that woman),

Monday departures,
Registration deposit $20.00 payable to Glenn Sturges.

Please notify Type of A/C , P.0.B., Arrival............. Staying......vovvenens
and post to P.0, Box CP 291
Mildura, S.A. 3500.
Enquiries 050 21 2614 Sue or Doug
086 45 0467 Glenn
Currently 25 aireraft are interested.

Glenn Sturges

P.5. G.P.S. bamed from Nav-ex so start practising.......The Pantom Whistler.
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FLYING IN HONG KONG

Since we've moved Lo Hong Kong the closest we
can get to most of the Airtourer events is reading about
them in the newsletter. Since we would like to contribute
but don’t have an Airtourer stary to tell we've decided to
write a little about the flying in this part of the world. I
have included a map and have used place names as they
appear on it.

Private Flying

Private flying in Hong Kong is very limited
because of the small size of the colony and more
significantly the closure of the only light aircraft strip in
order to erect a refugee camp, Since no student solo flying
is allowed at KAl TAK (the international airport) aspiring
pilots now have to do their training in the UK, USA or
Australia, Despite these problems the Hong Kong
Aviation Club is active both operationally and especially
sacially. One of their recent events was a fly-in (o the
Fortuguese colony of Macau. The club have a couple of
Cessnas and there are also some privately owned aircraft.
One group of Cathay pilots owns a Cap 10, a French
acrobatic aircraft.

Commercial Flylng

KAI TAK is primarily an international airport
with the majority of movements being wide body airliners,
It is an interesting airport and much could be swritten
about it, however I'll attempt to discuss flying here in a
couple of paragraphs. .

The Lay of the Land

Hong Kong is a small colony and terrain is a
major factor. From thé map you can see that the high
ground virtually surrounds the runway (RW) particularly
off the extended centreline of RW 31. These obstacles
dictate strict adherence to the approach and departure
tracks and sometimes requires restrictions to takeoff
weights to achieve the required climbout gradient.
(Always assuming failure of one engine.)

Wind, Ratn and Typhoons.

Weather conditions dictate the operation at any
airport but can pose special problems at KAI TAK. The
day to day probiem is wind. Due to the obstacle and noise
considerations the preferred runway is 13 and normally up
to 10 Kts of tail wind is accepted before changing to RW
3L

Being in the tropics heavy downpours always pose
a problem, especially when associated with a typhoon
(cyclone). Although the reduced visibility due to rain can
be a problem, (minimum required visibility for RW13
approach is 2000m), the greatest difficultics are caused by
windshear and turbulence. In these conditions we carry 20

to 30 kts above threshold speed on approach and | have
seen [luctuations of 30 kts, Forlunately heavy downpours
are normally of short duration and 30 to 60 minutes of
holding fuel is sufficient but in typhoon conditions we
carry sufficient fuel for holding and diversion to an
alternate.

Hong Kong is usuvally considered a hot city,
however the temperature ravely rises above 33 C,
although the high humidity makes it feel uncnmfnrtable. _
This gives us few takeoff performance problems except if
RW31 is in use,

Flying In and Out

There are basically three approach routes and
two departure routes,

RW 13 Departures or RW 31 Approaches This
is the most straightforward. The approach is via an ILS
from Tathong Point tracking 315 to the runway. The
departure is via the localiser, (backtracking), to Tathong
Point. If the ILS is unserviceable a precision radar
approach (ground conirolled approach} is used.

RW31 Departures. The main consideration with
the RW31 departure is the terrain. Initially the obstacles
are the low rise (4 storey) buildings on the extended
centreline then Lion Rock which is the 1523 {t spot height
2 miles off the end of the runway. The departure requires
a left turn at the departure threshold towards Stonecutters
Island then a further eft to Cheung Chau,

RW13 Approaches. As [ have alrcady mentioned
RW13 is the preferred runway and it is this approach for
which Hong Kong is famous.

Instrument Guidance System (IGS). The
primary approach is the IGS. This is similar to an IL$
except it will not guide you to touchdown but rather
towards a checkerboard on the 390 ft spot height to the
north of the RW. At a decision height of 675ft a right turn
through 47 is required. If the approach is flown precisely
the aircraft will have an angle of bank at a couple of
hundred feet above the rooftops! If there is a wind from
the inside of the turn then the turn must be commenced
early or large bank angles may be required. If we are
visual carly enongh we usuvally deviate left crossing the
coast to give an easier turn on to finals. This approach
caused some major problems with atrlines that don’t often
operate into Hong Kong. One operator recently left one
of his new MD11 winglets on the RW because he still had
bank on at touchdown!

Visual Approach. If the visibility is good a visual
approach is possible. This is flown from Cheung Chan to
Stonecutters Island and then the final turn over Kovwloon
to land. Since many of our flights arrive from the east we




are sometimes cleared to fly up the East Lamma Channel,
around Green Island to Slonecutters and then as before,
Any of these variations provide a spectacular view of
Hong Kong Istand and the harbour, especially from my
scat! (Jan says that it’s better from the jump seat which
has the best view in the aeroplane).

NDB Approach. There is an NDB located on
Cheong Chau Island and this also can be used for
approaches to RW13, There are three different letdown
procedures but they all finish by departing Cheung Chau
towards Stonecutters Istand descending from 1,000ft to
800ft. You then proceed at 800ft up the harbour to turn
over Kowloon. I have flown this approach and not only
does it feel strange flying a widebody airliner at 800 ft
visually bot at nighl the view is spectacular. While rarely
vsed it 1s worth the look of terror on the Captain’s face
when I occasionally suggest il.

New Airport. The new airpori has been one of
the major topics of discussion in Hong Kong for some
time. The Chinese and British governments finally signed
an agreement in Jone 1991 and work is now underway.
(This agreement cavsed a relatively stagnant real estate
market io skyrocket; luckily we bought our house six
weeks earlier!) The airport will be at Chek Lap Kok to the
west and will have two runways on reclaimed land. The
completion date is 1997 in time for the Chinese to take it
over and, unlike some other countrics, projects in Hong
Kong are finished on time and sometimes early,

While I couldn’t offer you an Airtourer story I
hope this has been of some interest as a different view of
flying. With the opening up of Vietnam and forced
repatriation of some of the refugees they may reopen the
only other airstrip in Hong Kong and I may be able to tell
you about private flying in Hong Kong in the future,

Jotr & s O Hablornan
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RNZAF AUCKLAND'S AVIATION SPORT'S CLUB : AIRTOURER ZX-CZY

The RNZAF Auckland Aviation Sports Club is as its name suggests a flying club
for mainly service personnel, operating out of the Whenuapai Airforce Base in
Auckland, New Zealand. The Club's usual complement of up to four Tomahawk's
two Warriors and a Cessna is supplemented by a vemerable Airtourer.

The Club had a couple of year's ago identified amongst its member's a need to
provide an aerobatic fun machine for use above all the other types that are
available and so we started looking at the standard aero aircraft i.e. 150
aerobat's etc before getting on trial Supertourer ZK-DBD from well known
Alrtourer collector Clvde Thompson who had six machines. lnfortunatelv Civde
passed awav last month and has created a void im the small Airtourer

fraternity in New Zealand.

The machine proved popular and once we elected on an Airtourer it was the
choice of which one to get. A quick look at New Zealand's population of
registered Airtourer's at the time showed us there was about 23 aircraft, six
V-100's, ten V-115's, four T3's and three 150's. We elected to go with the

extra power of the 150 and so settled on CZY.

Supertourer ZK-CZY S/N A536, 150 H/P and constant speed prop was born in July
1969 at AESL in Hamilton, New Zealand and spent its early vear's as a
demonstrator for AESL and many years at New Plymouth before we purchased it in

1989 with 5,500 hours on the clock.

It has had its share of problem's over the year's and we also wanted to bring
it up to a standard we were happy with, 22 or so year's of predominantly
aerobatics and a number of landing ‘incidents' had taken its toll on the
aircraft and so we set about tidying it up. It's interesting when you think
that with all the Airtourer's that were made here and all the parts that were
produced that it would be so difficult to find spare parts in New Zealand, I
guess you got the lot when Pacific Aerospace sold up it's Airtourer line. So
with the very good help of Hugh Knox and the Airtourer Co-op we have managed
to keep our machine in reasonable condition for its age and usage about 15-20
hours per month at present, We have a four yearly major inspection coming up
in December which will enable us to look much closer at it and do a lot of the
things we've been putting off, perhaps a G.P.S. to supplement the wet compass?

Airtourer's are alive and well in New Zealand except that two recently
suffered badly in accident's, one being the classic "oop's to slow” wing drop
stall onto the runway!!! Hopefully with, enough enthusiasts of the Airtourer
here, the type will continue to be seen in New Zealand skies, although being
spread from Northland down to Bluff its difficult to get many together at the

same time for a "fly-in".

The Club here at Whenuapai intends to keep Henrv's fine machine in Auckland's
skies and to wave the Victa Flag for sometime Lo come. :

Regards to vou all.

MARTY FITCHETT
RNZAF Auckland Aviation Sports Club
NEW ZEALAND
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MAY ATRWORTHINESS NEWS

Following changes to Alircraft Maintenance Procedures on 1 March 1992
the followind is a precis of the basic 'mew" requirements for Class B

Alrcraft.

1.The Certificate of Registration Holder is responsible for all
maintenance to their Alircraft. (CAR 41)

2.This is achieved by either
a.The Manufacturers Maintenance Schedule

b.The CAA Maintenance Schedule.
This is basically a rehash of CAO 100.5.1 which was the way we did

naintenance pre 1 March 1992

c.Own Maintenance Schedule
- {CAR 42)

3.Log Book(s). Existing logbooks can still be used. A Log Book
Statement 1is required, 1 copy for the Aircraft Log Book and another to
be lodged with the CAA Regional Airworthiness Office. We have
included in this Newsletter copies of the Log Book Statement forms.
Refer to Airworthiness Advice Circular part 6 page 8 for assistance in
completing these Statements. Better still, f£ill them out with your
LAME and then lodge them as required.

4.Retain all old (expired and superseded) Maintenance Release Notes

While not a comprehensive list applicable to all Airtourer’s the above
covers the basic reguirements. As we were writing this report a
letter was received from the CAA addressed to all Certificate of
Registration Holders regarding the maintenance changes.

APPROVED DRAWINGS

~The Association has recently had a number of drawings for various
modifications and/or installations to our aircraft drawn up and
approved. Some of these include Night VFR modifications and a
modified radio panel to include GPS. These are available from the
Association should owners wish to incorporate these modifications
and/or installations in their aircraft. There is a fee for the
purchase of these drawings,

AD/VAT28/amdt 6

At the time of writing this report no reply to our request for amended
inspection periods for this AD had been received from the CAA. We will
continue to fellow up on this matter.

Please contact us if you have any gueries or information that you
believe may be of assistance to your fellow members.

5G HILSBERG
for the Airwvorthiness Sub-Conmittee
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MARCH 1992 - BY THE WIFE AN AN ATRTOURER PILOT

Our three day Annual General Meeting developed into three and a half weeks of
vigiting A/T friends with big hearts and unending patience.

John's dream was realized, that of flying around the country with no resprictions
regarding work, like having to make a 7.30am management meeting Monday morning.
Thats fine for the male but the female does get tired of the same two slacks,

one skirt and two -pairs of shorts,

We left Caloundra, Queensland and slipped by our beautiful Class House Mountains
telling them we would see them whenever, to spend our first night wibh Betty
Rankin at West Wyalong who never tires of having A/T visitors. We have flown
this country many times now so the knitting came: out to make the 95 knots seem
like 195 knots. In company with Ken & Jean Bell we left next morning for Loxton
and it is so exciting recognising the voices and call signs as we all converge
from different directions. Adrian & Peg Jolly, together with the newly formed
Aero Club, hosted a wonderful AGM weeckend. We were taken on the Murray River

by houseboat, visited Lock 4 by bus and together with a relaxed lunch under the
tall shady gum trees beside the winding lush river, came to realize what a
precious commodity the river is.

Months ago when Doreen & John Treble had visited us in Qld, they invited us to
call into Melbourne and take in the "Phantom of the Opera'. Well after Loxton
we did just that and we loved it! We wouldn't have made a special trip to
Melbourne to see the Phantom as many of our Sydney friends are doing., The first
night with John & Doreen we were content to watch from their viewing room and
listen to the aircraft landing at Tullamarine. On Thursday Jobn & Doreen drove
us to Bacchus Marsh to fly to Tasmania (staying a couple of nights on Flinders
Island). Earlier in the planning stages I had said to John "No I don't want to
cross Bass Strait again" but the Tilleys can be very persuasive. John assured
me the "rubber band" on Hummingbird {BQW) was not likely to stop but I was more
concerned that after an AGM weekend and the Treble Hospitality John's "rubber
band" might stop. After waiting for a while to see what the weather was going
to do, we donned our life jackets and responded to the call "OK we're going".

A bit spooky getting ourselves to Welshpool where we departed the mainland so I
got the knitting out again for the water to pass by under us all the quicker.
(I am getting nervous in my old age). After island hopping big solid Flinders

Island finally loomed up in the haze.

At Flinders, we hired a car and thereby met up with Leedham Walker who flies
two Cessnas because after buying the late model 182 his wife Judy couldn't

part with the old 172 or so he says., Stan and Bonnie flew up on Friday evening
to make a dinner party of six at the hotel and suggested we climb Mt. Strezlecki
next morning followed by an open air concert at Cataract Gorge in Launceston
that night. That was that - yes we did them both plus more. I thank the low
cloud for saving me the last 30 or maybe 60 metres to the top of the mountain.
WAC chart says Strezlecki 756. I used to be in good shape but the old back is
not so good these days. After Strezlecki the back was OK but the calf and thigh
muscles let me know what it was all about for a couple of days. The atmosphere
at the Launceston concert was magic, with the.launceston Symphony Orchestra and
guest singer Simon Gallagher. By chance amoung the 15,000 people there we met
up with Stan and Bonnie's daughter Jacki, her husband Bernard and their three
sweet little girls., We spent that night on their dairy farm and were shown
over their prize winning farm next day.

In our hire car we drove north from Deloraine and found a Waterbird Haven on
the Tamar to have lunch before flying from "Lomnie" to Hobart that Sunday
afternoon, Brr, brr, ber it was cold on landing so home to Sandy Bay where
Stan built a big open fire. Starting next day with a swim we then joined in
with the many Tilley family activities which included mother, sister and auntie
from New Zealand culminating in a family dinner which we attended as the winds
were too strong for our departure. Alas, also too strong for us to fly to the
South West., So we borrowed an MG from Stan and drove down the peninsular to
Hastings Caves, Port Huon, Kettering and Verona Sands to sample their lovely
13



seafood pies.,. A lovely day and very interesting. By the time we departed on
saturday Hobart was cold and looked like being wet so when we alighted later
that day at the Marshall farm near Lockington, Victoria, the warmth we two
Queenslanders felt was so good. We had the heater full on all the way across
Tasmania and Bass Strait. Beryl & Lindsay, at short notice, invited the
co-owners of MRF, Fenton & Robyn Phillips to dinner and the next day we renewed
our acquaintence with the lovely winding clean wide Murray with her gum studded
banks by being taken water skiing. Beryl ‘skied on one ski, Lindsay skied
barefoot and John and I both swam. We would love to have stayed longer but my
son Mark was turning thirty next day in Sydney, so Monday morning saw us take
off with our cut lunch for Wedderburn, NSW. It was like the old days returning
home to Sydney except this time we were visitors.

It is hard to leave family, especially when there is a sixteen months old happy
grandson. But when we returned from church, John had me all packed up to go to
Gwen & Fred Teiffel for an overnight and they drove us to Wedderburn next

morning where we sat around until the call came "OK we'll give it a go, we're off"
and with our cut lunch we flew up the cloudy valley skirting Katoomba, The
further north west we flew the better the weather became. Over the cotton

fields at Moree we decided we wouldn't push on so after refuelling, headed for

our motel and a swim in the Thermal Spa Baths before dinner to finish a beaut day.

As I finish writing this we have glimpsed the Glass House Mountains from Kilcoy,

skirting some "gunk" over the mountains near Woodford,

There is Caboolture with

Deception Bay in the distance and in our hangar is our car to take us back to
the Sunshine Coast after a wonderful three and a half weeks AGM Loxton holiday.

Leonie Plummer.

Written mainly at around 3500 or 4500 * 10 AMSL says the Editor.

Statement of Receipts and Expenditure 1.3.1991 -~ 29.2.1992
RECETPTS EXPENDITURE
Credit Balance 4,949 .45 Newsletter 1,222.68
AGM Moree 1,716.,00 AGM Moree 1,700.00
Presidents Fly-In 1,605.00 Presidents Fly--In 1,140.00
T/Shirts etc. 96,00 T/Shirts Etc. 702,00
Membership Fees 3,504,50 Investment A/C 5,000.00
A/D Va? 28 745,64 Computer Program 402.00
Advertisements 80.00 Postage 272,93
Donation 80.00 Printing -138.88
Qld Safari Video 20,00 Q1d Safari Refund 200.00
Phone 100,00
Trophies 46.50
Bank Fees 40,91
Credit Balance 1,830.69
_$12,796.59 $12,796,59
RECONCILIATION ASSTETS AT COST
Credit Balance 1,830.69 Typewriter 400,00
Invegtment A/C 10,266.61 Label Printer 761.00
T/Shirts etc, 1,769.00 Filing Cabinet 267.00
4 A/D Vat 28 panels 480,00
$14,346.30 $1,428.00

ATRTOURER ASSOCTATION ANNUAL GENERAIL, MEETING

held at Loxton 7.3,1992
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WINGS OVER WANGARATTA

Scene: Wangaratta aerodrome,

Cast: Three men reverently holding black boxes with short black antennae. They
gaze intently at their screens,

Action: A-Bearded man and B-bald man nod sagely. C-Man in the middle has steam
coming out of slouch hat.

Dialogue: B-How many have you got, Hector? 1I've got four. A-Three, Tony - no
the fourth one just came in strength six - now it's eight.
C-#*1@/:1 Bloody machine! I've only got one!

Yes, the GPS certainly has made a difference to our flying. Now Alan Wood never
knows where he is! More on thdt later.

Clear skies and a tailwind meant that EQA got from Parkes to Wang in excellent
time. The GPS showed us exactly where to make our 20 mile inbound calls, and
that's all we needed it for, It really is demeaning to be replaced by a
machine, but Tony says I have attributes and functions the GPS can't perform,
so he's decided to keep me on.

Wangaratta Aero Club welcomed us warmly. The new club-house, complete with
mounted Buffalo head, is very comfortable - a big step up from the previous one,
Several people wandered off to admire the Drage Airworld collection (soon to be

broken up - the collection, that is).

After an enormous lunch provided by Wang Aero Club's catering corps, Andy briefed
us on flying to Markwood and Milawa. He also proposed a mini nav trial, but
post-lunch lethargy was overwhelming, and we flew straight to Markwood.

Rick Morris makes excellent port, and shoots gas guns at sparrows and starlings.
His best was 15 starlings with one shot (with a shotgun). Navigators supervisged
pilots strictly and the dregs bucket got lots of use. Only the occasional

"Oops T swallowed by accident" was heard. ' The port got top marks,

Brown Brothers at Milawa is now a huge concern, but is still a family business,
Magnificently landscaped native gardens, a very good strip and good parking
facilities made us feel welcome. Andy had arranged a private tasting room for
us, and we sampled several varieties of Milawa wines. They make over fifty
different varietal wines! A short walk brought us to the pub, then to the motel
and the pool. Lovely! While we were splashing and spa-ing a loose formation
of Taswegian aircraft arrived - MTL and the brilliant red MTC. Our number was

complete,

Needless to say, all they talked about all weekend (apart from wine) was flying
& GPSes. After dinner we strolled along to watch the bats do aeros round the

lightpole,

Next morning, after a constitutional to the Cheese factory, and some blue vein
icecream, aerobatics and formation flying were the order of the day. The
citizens of Wangaratta and Milawa were treated to some fine displays, and then
to a five aeroplane flypast: MUL first, then MOI and MTC, with EQA and MTL
behind. They changed places and did several formations, looking very good

from the ground.

During the night, Hector had had a brainwave. What if Alan's GPS was still 1in
Northern Hemisphere mode? An hour's fiddling and re~programming brought smiles
back to Alan's face. Now there were four men with black boxes gazing intently
at screens (Stan Tilley had brought his GPS, too). And all were getting the

same picture.

Over a quick lunch, Andy made a little speech and awarded the prize for the
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Nav trial to the most undeserving candidate - Tony! It was all my hard slog
with ruler and WAC chart while he was having breakfast, Still, the "Winners

label" port came home in the right plane.

A top weekend - weather perfect, 100% show-up (actually more, with Roger & Nola -
in VH-CAR) and excellent organisation by Jane & Andy Morris. Thanks to
Wangaratta Aero Club for having us, and to all who winged their way to Wang.

Who Went Wangwards

DDZ - Jane & Andy Morris
TPY - Bruce Martin
MLT - (a ring—-in four seater)

Beryl & Lindsay Marshall
Robyn & Fenton Philllips

MTL - Bonnie & Stan Tilley

MTC -~ Don Prairie & Pat Cliffe Hickling
MU, - Merle & Alan Wood

EQA - Liz & Tony Matthews

MOI - Judy & Barry Gray + 7/9 baby

MFN - Barry Cadzow

FYWW - VWendy & Hector Blemings

CAR - Nola Gray & Roger Barrows

(great to see Roger again!)

Liz Matthews,

OH GOODY — THEY ALL SAY WANGARATTA, WE MUST BE HERE!!

THE HOSPITALITY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIANS

On a recent trip to Western Australia I am pleased to report that our fellow

W.A. members are very much alive and well. W,A. State representatives John &
Jill Mulheron showing us some of the sights of Perth, having us for Dinner

and generally pointing us in the right direction. On another day Graham Hewitt
took Doreen and myself flying down to Serpentine for the day. Very impressed

to see what a group of Aviation enthusiasts have done and still doing down

there. Greg Rutherford cranked up VH-MOC to visit and chat with us for a couple
of hours at Jandakot, also caught up with Sue Clarke while at the Aero Club.

If you are undecided about a trip to the West, I'd say go for it, you certainly

won't be lonely,
s John Treble.
(16)




Through Four States to Loxton & Return,

To say that the winds were less than kind, would be an understatement, as
over the six days of the trip to Loxton and return, the ground speed varied from
a creditable 100 kts., which was close to T.A.S., back to 70 kts., at
altitudes of 1500 ft. to 7500 ft.

Although clear skies made the flying most enjoyable, nineteen hours in the
air, which may not seem much to the younger fry, does have it's toll on ancient

bones and muscles.

The aid of a G.P.S. probably saved some extra flying time as all tracks
were direct, instead of the usual town to town as in previous flights and just
to see Yarandale right under the nose, 1.3 NM away was worth while even if it
did deny us the pleasure of flying around in our usual search for the right
property. We are firmly convinced that our visit, together with others who
dropped in on Yarandale, does wonders for Betty's spirits and feeling of well
being and eases what must be a fairly lonely existence. Betty has assured us
that the welcome mat is always out, especially for Airtourer people and now,
Betty has had a sign erected on the Yarandale turnoff from the highway to enable
persons in cars to find their way back to Yarandale easily after a trip to get

Chinese Take-aways or similar,,,(Fd. please note.)

Performance wise, the Airtourer 115 HP must be away ahead of any other
single engine light plane, as, after having ascertained that the destination
drome as Cavok, we ascended into the clear smooth air above. and cloud and when
Airways Clearance was requested and obtained at 7500 ft, a pause then a request
to squavk Code 6000. another pause "Not yet identified" squawk code 6000 with
ident. After .complying a request to "Report present position". Thanks to the
G.P.S. was able to reply 3.5 WM S.W. of ? at 7500ft. "Not yet identified"
squawk code 6000 with ident again. ''Tdentified but suggest a check of your
Transponder as we have you identified at 30 800 ft". Not bad for an Airtourer!

Down from that height through the holes to end a vefy pleasant weekend,
CABLE,

FOR_SALE

Victa Adirtourer 100. Completely rebuilt from the ground up.
Airframe stripped, alodined, primed and wet assembled using
solid rivets. Airframe time 4357 hrs. Engine and prop zero
time since overhaul. Wet wing fuel tank mod, Dry vac. Pump.
New interior. Aircraft to be painted in customers choice of
colours - currently white polyurethane. Instruments and radio
stack to customers requirements ie. you buy, I fit free.
Current owner is an airline L.A.M.E. going through a divorce. |
$45,000 ono. Genuine buyers only, please. Don't vaste your
time or mine if you're "just looking" or "I'd like to talk
about...", T am a shift worker, so if not home please leave

a message on one of "those machines'.

Larry JORGENSEN, RSD R968, Scotchmans Lead, 3352, Via
Ballarat, Vic. Phone 053/413014,

FOR SALE

Victa Airtourer 100 VH-MOG. Total time 3995 ETR, 1948,
King KY92 Radio. Voice act. Intercom. Paint fair.
$33000 R. GILMOUR  054/971698 evenings.
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MRZ - Serial No, 159 - A FEW MEMORIES

I was sad to read in the February Newsletter of the passing of two young people
and the loss of MRZ which I had bought at Bacchus Marsh Aerodrome way back in

1970 for $2000.

A half share was later sold to Dave Pilkington (new 2 I.C.at Asta Avalon) and we
both learned aerobatics in the aircraft under Aub Coote - a tremendous pilot
instructor in a 100 HP Victa. Dave went on to aerobatic fame in MRZ, Pitts and

Laser etc.

Interestingly a 44 gal drum of 80-87 fuel cost $18.30 in March 1971 and
increased only to $20.28 by December 1972, The younger ones probably could not
believe such stability. A major inspection in July 1972 cost $437, 100 hourly

in February 1973 cost $42.50,

With 1469 HTR MRZ had an engine change.

In July 1972 pilots that flew MRZ were Dave Pilkington, Les Robinson and myself
at a cost to me of $3.80 - a shame to spend all that money! Also Andrew Ronald
used to hire MRZ. At the next major the U/C legs from PVS were fitted to MRZ -

how does that grab you?

Dave and I had an agreement on cost sharing in which he repaid a loan at 8%3%.
Vhere did we go wrong Mr. Keating? Dave was the best partner one could ask for

as well as a good mate and friend.

In 1974 I sold my %+ share to one of Dave's mates. At that time I alsc owned
PVS, a Stits Flutterbug and Auster KBT,

Bill Miller

WANTED

Partner to share 50% cost of purchasing and operating a 160 H.P.
Airtourer aircraft. Cost and condition of the aircraft will
depend on availability. However a target figure of $55000/$60000

could be assumed.

The person 1 seek should be preferably a resident of the Qld. Gold
Coast or nearby with reasonable experience in the operation of this
type of aircraft.

Any current owner of a 160 H.P. Airtourer wishing to sell, please
contact: :
Bernie SHAILER 075 542 089 Work
075 246 078 Home

WANTED TO SWAP

Airtourer Fin & Rudder
Tailplane & Elevator in good condition

For equivalent parts of Cessna 172 M, N or P.

Contact: J. WILLIS, Manager, Latrdbe Valley Aero Club
Phone (051) 34 1146

STOP PRESS

Our Secretary, Barry Gray and wife Judy are very pleased to announce
the arrival of Alistair Robert, a brother for Paul, Rhys & Cameron.

The fourth came forth on the Fourth.

10



LETTER TO ASSOCTIATION MEMBERS FROM OUR PATRON
(Read to AGM Loxton Attenders)

Dear Tony & Fellow Airtourers,

Greetings to you all who made it to Loxton in your tiring hot weather. Here,
down the Victorian coast it is a lovely 20°C & a gentle sea breaze, Half your

1uck!

Finally, my old age (77 in June) started to catch with me and this is the reason
I could not greet you personally at Loxton in spite of the kind efforts by Glenn
Sturges;. Doug Stott and Stuart Hilsberg. My "ticker" (othéerwise known as heart)
developed the hardening and partial blockage of arteries, called as "angina
pectoris'. One in four of you will develop it, so listen carefully. As a
result, last December my doctor after two night attacks packed me off to
hospital for '"stablizing" as he calls it for nearly a week. Further rests &
visits (as late as last Wednesday provided two results: one good for the heart
and a bad one for me. The good news first — I have so far, no heart muscle
damage and as long as I behave, take my pills, do medium exercises and walks, I
will probably not have one for quite a few years yet. The bad news for me is -
no more flying of any sort. Grounded full stop, after nearly 60 years since I
left the ground solo!! This is simply ordered because when a "turn" comes a
chest pain grabs me and a short breath develops because of lack of oxygen, I
have to take my pills and keep still & relax, preferably in half-seating, half
lying down position. If it. does not stop ~ in % hour, I can take another pill

& wait for 4 hour. If that does not stop it - ring for ambulance, equipped with
oxygen and have a short ride to the cardiac unit in nearest hospital. This
total elapsed time limits my flight or drive duration to 1% hours. I have my

overnight bag packed & ready!!

Well, fellow airtourers, such is life! One has to be thankful for what one's
got. I survived two serious prangs, one in Poland, when a city tram proved
stronger than my motor bike & my skull, and another in U.K. when I nearly lost
my neck to a 6000 volts power line in bad weather. If T did not survive these.
prangs, you would not have now your airtourers and the RAAF their airtrainers CT4

As it stands, both aircraft are real pilot's own aeroplanes developed by
Australian brains. They trained thousands of pilots and provided that happy
exhilaration, known only to those, who can fly. So, fellow airtourer pilots -

happy airtouring.

As a matter of important fact — your airtourers are now — vintage aircraft.
The first airtourer VH FMM, woodden "foxtrot mickey mouse" Flew on April 12th
1959, with 65 BHP continental A 65. The all metal, Victa airtourer 100 was
test flown by Randy Green on 12th Dec.1961, so, last December was the Vicka
Airtourer 30th birthday, The airtourer 115 was test flown (also by R. Green)
in Dec. 1962. Hence, you can take your pick. In 1978 your aeroplanes have
been declared, after a lot of wrangling with the D.C.A, (with Dr, Payne's and
RMIT's help in testing) to have a life span of 17'200 hours flying even in most
bumpy weather. Hence, in your good private pilot's hands it will have a life
of over 100 years. A simple calculation is for say 5000 hours now and 100 hrs
flying per year = (17200 - 500)/100 = 122 years!! Naturally, if you are an
aerobatic expert like your president or Stan Tilley, or a streamer cutter, like
Glenn Sturgess - you have to count each hour like that as twenty and record it
in log book as such. But - everything in this world has a final life,
aeroplanes, engines and also human hearts. My hospital told me, that the
human heart pumps 7,600 litres of blood/24 hours. Thus, my calculator shows
me, that my heart has pumped 213000 tonnes (yes, tomnes) of my blood in 77
years. What a magnificent pump & motor that is!! Who designed it, because it
weighs only a few pounds and was produced by unskilled labour!! When it stops
there will be no more new designs from it, no more students taught, and no
more boring lectures; like this one!

By the way - the RMIT (The largest university now in Australia) together with
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The Royal Society and Inst. of Eng. established a new public name lecture, to be
held in perpetuity - the Henry Millicer Name Lecture to be delivered publicly by
Famous aircraft designers. Last year, Alan Wrigley, the design of Nomad and
lately former chief of A.S.T1.0., 'talked to some 250 people, including your Vice

. President, Stuart Hilsberg and yours truly H.K.M. accompanied by my family.

This year the talk will be delivered by the former Chief of Lockheed "Skunk Works",
the famous highly secret designers and devalopers of such aircraft as "Shooting
Star", Lockheed 104, Stealth Fighter 117 and others. I enclose a page of
invitation, for any victorian, who wishes to attend it. Hence, fellow airtourers,
you may be happy to know, that your designer's name will live, even when his

name lecture becomes a "memorial lecture". You may be as proud of that, as I am
happy for my children & my grandchildren - a happy lot of ten!

Before I finish, you may want to know what am T doing all day, beside taking pills
& walking my dog. I still teach students, holding my seminars at Anglesea. In a
modern way, L have my own tech. library, a fax machine, three telephones and
access to the huge RMIT computer in which I work ‘with my students (3-4) year

2 master ones, plus two final thesis ones. I am also working for 5-6 hours/day

on my new design, a high speed, long distance upgrading of the excellent air-
cruiser, gtill hush-hush. What did I do in the last 25 years, since I left Victa?
There, with a small group of 5-6 dedicated young engineers I designed the
airtourer 100, 115 and 160 airtourer, long before it was passed to N.Z. Even
your engine mounting and re~location of battery was mine. 1 also designed &
certificated and flight tested together with Stan Shaw the aircruiser which

the N.Z. developed into the airtrainer CT4. (Please, don't call your aeroplane
Victa, they were only manufacturers, 1ike Ford or Nissan. Now,.that company is
called Sunbeam-Victa). Well, in the last 25 years I taught over 440 students in
aerodynamics, structures & A/C design. In my spare time I detail designed six
aircraft, some of which had at least parts built and tested, In 1978-80,

together with Peter Carr, I designed the "Kite" 2-4 seat which came third in

the international competition in U.X. from 64 entries. As a result, I have
friends practically in every phase of industry and RAAF and this keeps me happy
and still working professionally.

With my warm greetings & regards, happy airtouring,
Yours sincerely Henry Millicer.

PS. Tony, please do me a favour. Read this before everybody gets drunk.

PPS. I suggest the next gen. meet to be held in Victoria, so that T can personally
tell you, how to improve your airtourers to get higher cruise at practically nil
cost. Point Cook Drome will be empty next December, Bacchus Marsh has excellent
sealed runways & club facilities, or Geelong — private huge field with 4000 ft
sealed strip & club facilities, 2 km from town & beautiful cool weather!

Yours Henry M.
Henry,
T have such faith in your computations that T intend to live for another

122 years to see what happens.
Editor.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

June 6/7th 1992 3.A,/VIC ¥ly-In Mildura
Detailg herein

September 19/20 1992 President's Fly-In  Parkes
Details August Newsletter

October 1992 Qld Fly-In Carnarvon Gorge
Details to be advised
i .
November 14/15 1992 Grampians Fly-In  Stawell
Details herein
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