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EDITORIAL

The President’s Fly-In has special significance for Jan and I as it is our
wedding anniversary. In fact back in 1986 it was the first stop of our honeymoon. Last
year we made special arrangements for our 10" and Jan and Mitch went commercially.
Unfortunately Kathryn and I failed to make it in time for the anniversary as we had to
turn around due to weather. That prompted me to upgrade COI to IFR. The story of
that upgrade is itself a saga and best told by Alan Wood. Suffice to say it stretched out
because | tended to say, “Alan, while you’re at it could you also.......”.

Alan returned COI a couple of weeks before the Parkes weekend and that
was to be our first major trip afterwards. On the first leg, MCY-GDH, we entered
cloud at 1,500 ft and saw the ground again three hours later about 500ft above the
minima for the NDB approach at GDH. That was also the first serious NDB approach
in 16 years of IFR flying! Thanks Alan for your work and your patience, not only did
the IFR upgrade enable us to make it to Parkes but the extra fuel tank enabled us to
meet the 60 minutes holding required at GDH.

On arrival at Parkes there were then four aircraft, 3 IFR and Hector and
Wendy Blemings who arrived the day before.

On a different subject, many of you are aware that 1 work in Hong Kong but
over the last two years I have been based in Australia. I have had to move again to HK

(Continued on page 24)

Cover Photo: Jane and Andy Morris in DDZ. 1t might be a 100 but it’s IFR and is
seen at all the Fly-Ins.

Disclaimer

The views expressed are those of the contributors and not necessarily those of the
Publishers, the Airtourer Association or the Airtourer Co-Operative Ltd.
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PRESIDENT’S FLY-IN 1997

Bill Pennell & Lorraine Howson

-

After a hectic two weeks at Oshkosh
and points west, the anticipation of a
relaxed weekend at Parkes (with only 30
or 40 aeroplanes to look at) seemed like
heaven. XVV had the new Oshkosh turn
and bank fitted and a new 24v battery on
board since the original one was getting
tired after nearly four years use.

Friday dawned with cloudy sky and rain
showers and extensive suspect weather
between Brisbane and Parkes. We lined up
for fuel at 0630 with the Kelly Gang in the
Debonair sniffing the air and hoping for
better things.

The intrepid XVV set forth an hour
later to “go and have a look”. Tracked to
abeam Toowoomba via Esk under low
ceilings and were forced into a 180 degree
backtrack by rain and clouds to ground
level. Some more valley flying found us at

Kingaroy where we landed and topped off
the fuel. A phone call to our fearless
leader in Parkes produced some

encouragement, viz; “ceilings at 3500,
some sunshine”. Back into the saddle and
we were forced ever westwards by the low
clouds, passing over Chinchilla and
Goondiwindi to arrive in Moree around
12.30. More fuel and a change of pilots
got us to around Wee Waa, only to
encounter more rain squalls and a line of
impenetrable  cloud. Another 180
whereupon the 30 knot tailwind became a
headwind and it took us almost 1.5 hours
to get back to Moree. Ittook a couple of
bottles of wine and dinner to relieve the
tension! (Note - One of the really good
things about 2 pilots flying together is that
when one pilot panics the other usually

doesn’t).

Next morning out to the field and the
weather presented a slightly better
outlook. Following recommendations from
the CFl at Moree Aero Club we headed
west towards Coonamble and managed to
achieve VFR on top to Narromine, then
down a hole (known as the Howson Spiral
Manoeuvre) and to Parkes at 2500’
arriving at 10.30 Saturday. (Prize for the
most deviate route??) There were only 4
Airtourers on the grass when we arrived.

However, things improved by dribs and
drabs through the day, ending with the
following attendees:-

MVI  Stuart Krichauff

MWR  Hugh and Maureen Knox

CND  Mike Fisher

RVC  Pat and Kath Kelly, Ashley and
Elsa Willmot - Beech Debonair

MRL  Col and Marg Taylor

MTP  Jack and Colleen Murray

MRF  Lindsay and Beryl Marshall

EUN Clin and Ashton Martin and
Barbara Pearce Cessna 182

COl Jan and John O'Halloran

YVV  Hector and Wendy Blemings

MTI  Gerry Lawson

XAF  Doug and Fran Beckwith

CKE  Frank and Jean Murray

WAR  Robert Bingley-Pullin

DDZ  Jane and Andy Morris

MKL  lan Donovan

CTM  Doug and Sue Stott

CRK  John and Doreen Treble

MTL  Stan and Bonnie Tilley

AGH  Paul Cary

XVV  Lorraine Howson and Bill Pennell

ECI Roger and Jonathon Merridew
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Peter Roche and Hugh Knox - looking too serious for an Airtourer Association
Fly-In!

Page 4



Airtourer Association Newsletter

November 1997

TPY Harry Couzin and Ralph Emery
EQA Tony and Liz Matthews
Seminole Russell and Gayle Lucas

CAR: Peter and Marjorie Roche

Alan Wood

Bob and Pat Peak

Ron Steibel and Denise

Stu Hilsberg

Graham, Nickie and Rowan
Wood

George Penfound

A further wing of weatherbound fliers
arrived by car to receive the usual great
welcome at Parkes Aero Club. It seems
that Hector and Wendy who had arrived
on Thursday were sitting at the Aero Club
on Friday waiting for arrivals and by
around 4.00 p.m. were starting to wonder
what it would be like when only four
people would be sitting in a restaurant
booked for 60. Fortunately, the Tilleys,
O’Hallorans and Morris’s came IFR and
several people decided discretion was the
better part of valour and arrived by CAR.

Believe about 40 turned up for Dinner.
Great effort.

As usual the Aero Club excelled
themselves in the provision of comfort and
food over the week-end. Bet there’s not
another Aero Club in Aus. that goes out of
their way to be such excellent hosts so
often and so consistently. A heartfelt
thanks goes to all those members who
really put themselves out for us each year.
Saturday passed by with improving
weather, odd bits of formation flying,
aerobatics and general aviation talk and

inspection. (Thanks to Stan and Tony for
taking us up for some formation flying and
a few quiet aeros. Lorraine is totally
hooked although next time she’ll leave her
handbag on the ground and will make sure
the seat belt is adjusted tightly so she
doesn’t spend aerobatic time glued to the
canopy.)

Dinner at the Club was delicious and
those who missed the last bus to town
were apparently parties to some sort of
hydraulic supper, which resulted insome
sore heads next morning at breakfast!!

We decided on Sunday morning to
chicken out of flying-in to Timaldra being
mindful of some stone chips already
appearing on the three-pronged prop. and
instead travelled on the bus. We felt better
after lunch when it was necessary to dig a
couple of craft out of the ‘soft stand’.
Lunch at Timaldra was excellent as usual
and again our sincere thanks goes to our
hosts John and Adele who manage to
outdo themselves every time we go there.
The new extensions are very impressive.
How lucky we are to have such fellowship
in our Club. We really appreciate the
friendships we have made and it probably
explains why most of us go through thick
and thin to get to an Airtourer Fly-in.

P.S. Col and Margaret are hoping to
arrange a wedding for Ron and Denise and
Ron hasn’t said he won’t turn up.

Stu Hilsberg - Change of Contact Details
Stu advises that he no longer works at the Aviation College at Tamworth and
hence his work phone and FAX details are no longer current.
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